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This listing of claims will replace 
application: 

1-141 (cancelled) 

142 (previously presented). 
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all prior version^, and listings, of claims in the 



A method for preparing a compound of formula 
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wherein Ri and Raare independently selected frpm H. halogen or substituted or 
unsubstltuted allcyl; 

Raand R4 are independently 1 
unsubstltuted aii<yl; and 

Rg is selected from the group 
substituted or unsubstltuted aryi or substituted < 
method comprises the steps of 



selected from H, halogen, hydroxyi, substituted or 



consisting of H, sijbstituted or unsubstltuted alkyi, 
or unsubstltuted arylall^yl; wherein the 
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(a) providing a compound of 



formula II: 




wherein 

Ri and Ra are independently se 
unsubstituted atkyi; 

Rs and R4 are independently 
unsubstituted alkyi; and 

Rg is selected from tlie group 
substituted or unsubstituted aryl or substituted 

(b) dehydration of the com 
fomiula ill. 



143 (previously presented) 
least one of Ri, Re, Raand R4 in 



144 (previously presented), 
dehydration is carried out in the 
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n 



ected from H, hilogen or substituted or 

sellected from H, h|ilogen, hydroxy or substituted or 

consisting of H, sijbstituted or unsubstituted alkyl. 

or unsupstltuted arylalkyl; and 
pbund of formula |l to provide the compound of 



A method according to claim 142, wherein at 
formyla III is halogen.; 



A method according to claim 142, wherein the 
presence of a dehydrating agent. 
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145 (currently amended). A 
dehydrating agent Is selected from the 
geli molecular sieves, alumina, acidic 
acetic anhydride, N,N' 
trifluoroacetic anhydride, and 



146 (previously presented). 



method according to claim 144, wherein the 
group consisting of phosphorus pentoxide, silica 
resins and polymers, phosphorus oxychloride. 
dicyclohexylcarljodiimide (DCC)j trifluoroacetic acid, sulfuric acid, 
trifluoroeiulfonic acid anhifdride {triflic anhydride). 



A compound df formula III; 




R5 



Wherein 

Ri and R2are independently se 
unsubstltuted C4-C6 alkyi; 

Raand Fijare independently se 
unsubstltuted alkyt; and 

Rgis selected from the group 
substituted or unsubstltuted aryl or substituted 
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m 



ected from H, halogen or substituted or 



ected from H, halogen, substituted or 

c{)nsl8ting of H, siibstituted or unsubstltuted alkyi, 
or unsujjstituted arylalkyl. 
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147 (currently amended). A compound accordirjg to claim -444- 146, wherein at 
least one of Ri , R2, R3 and R4 is halogein. 

148 (currently amended). A compound selecteji from tlie group consisting of: 
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; and 




149-157 (canceled). 



158 (previously presented). 



A compound df formula (VI): 
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VI 

wherein Ri and Raare indepemjlently selected f^om H, halogen or substituted or 
unsubstituted alkyi; 
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Rsand R4are independently selected from H, hajogen, hydroxyl or substituted or 
unsubstituted alkyi; 

Rs is selected from the group colislsting of H, substituted or unsubstituted alkyi, 
substituted or unsubstituted aryl or sul:^tituted or unsubstituted arylalkyl; and 

Z is selected from the group cor|8i8ting of halogeln. hydroxyl, OC(0)alkyl and 
OC(0)alkylC(0)OH. 

159-235 (canceled). 

236 (new). A method accorditlig to claim 1 42 vj/herein halogen is bromine 



237 (previously presented), 
is phenyl. 



A method accbrding to claim 142 wherein aryl 



I 



238 (previously presented). A method accjarding to claim 1 42 wherein 

I i 

arylalkyl is benzyl i 



239 (previously presented). 
alkyI substituted with -OC(0)CF3 or -i 



A method according to claim 142 wherein R5 is 
0SO2-p-toluenB. 



240 (currently amended). A m 
halogen is bromine. 



ethed compound according to claim 146 wherein 



.7 
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241 (currently amended). A m^tt=)6d compound iaccordina to claim 146 wherein 
aryl Is phenyl. j 



242 {currently amended). A ffHj> t hod compound jaccording to claim 146 wherein 
arylalltyl le benzyl. 



243 (currently amended). A method compound iaccording to claim 1 46 wherein 
Rs Is alkyl substituted with -OC(0)CF3 or -OSOa-p-toiqene. 



244 (currently amended). A method comooundj according to claim 158 wherein 
halogen is bromine. 



245 (currently amended). A \ 
aryl is phenyl. 



fn^thed compound! according to claim 158 wherein 



246 (currently amended). A m^M4 comoounc 
arylalkyi Is benzyl. 



248 (currently amended). A ffl 
Z Is -OC(0)CH2C(0)0H. 



according to claim 158 wherein 



247 (currently amended). A mothod compound according to claim 1 58 wherein 
Z is -0C(0)CH3. 



othod cQmpountji according to claim 1 58 wherein 
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249 (previously presented), 
consisting of: 



A compound sjelected from the group 




I ; and 
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